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1. The information disclosure statement filed April 11, 2005, fails to comply with 37 
CFR 1.97(d) because it lacks a statement as specified in 37 CFR 1.97(e). It has been placed in 
the application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered. 

2. In the disclosure statement applicant states that a copy of an office action dated October 
21, 2004, for corresponding Japanese Patent Application No. 2001-130935 is enclosed. It 
appears that the references cited on the form 1449 are those listed in the Japanese office action. 
The Japanese action is dated more than five months prior to the date the information disclosure 
statement was filed. 37 CFR 1 .97 (e) requires a statement that each item of information 
contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the 
filing of the information disclosure statement. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William T. Leader whose telephone number is 571-272-1245. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays-Thursdays and alternate Fridays, 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Roy King, can be reached on 571-272-1244. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



William Leader 
February 14, 2006 
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